
LEEDS KEEP OUR NHS PUBLIC MEETING 24.2.2021 
Present: John, D, Nick, Ayman, M, H, A, S, F, Gilda 

 

NB. We held this meeting 6 -7pm so people could join the first session of KONP’s People’s Inquiry into Covid 7-9pm 
 

Issue Update/ Discussion Action 

National News   

Centene 
subsidiary 
( Operose ) 
takes over 49 
GP practices in 
London 

The practices were being run by a company set up by a group of 
GPs using APMG contracts. The buyout was approved by London 
CCGs who seemed to have believed that the original managing 
GPs would remain in place but they have all resigned - more on 
Jenny Shepherd’s blog : 
https://calderdaleandkirklees999callforthenhs.wordpress.com/2 
021/02/15/370k-london-gp-patients-sold-to-company-owned-by- 
us-subprime-health-insurance-profiteer/ She notes that 
Calderdale GPS have given back their APMG contracts as they 
thought they were not worthwhile. John said that Docs in Unite 
are trying to pursue the issue. he has written FOI requests to the 
London CCGs. London campaigners are seeking advice re the 
possibility of a legal challenge. There is also a petition from We 
Own It. See: 
https://weownit.org.uk/act-now/stop-sell-49-gp-practices? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sign We own It’s petition re 
Centene takeover here 
< 

 
There are 2 practices in East Leeds run by Operose under “ The 
Practice”. We had some discussion re what we could do locally 
and agreed that given there are a number of Leeds practices run 
by private firms we should research the whole field and try to 
expose the extent of privatisation of primary care in Leeds 

Plan a fresh attempt to expose 
local privatisation within the NHS 

Research ownership of Leeds GP 
practices 

Un-locking John noted the contradiction between Govt. talk of “data before 
dates” while the message coming across was just dates. 

Revisit use of John’s local 
photographic exhibition. 

 
Schools return 
en masse! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Test & and 
trace, PPE and 
failure to focus 
on aerial 
transmission 

N said that everyone is expecting the number of infections to go 
up when the schools go back. It will be difficult and stressful for 
children to wear masks. Cramped rooms, poor ventilation and 
mass transport on buses exacerbate risk. The latest research on 
teachers’ deaths suggest s they are at higher risk. Trying to test 
all secondary school pupils every week will be a mammoth task. 
Very disappointing that the Govt. hasn’t accepted teachers’ 
recommendations for staggered return, combined direct and on 
line learning, smaller classes, extra premises etc. 
John noted that Kevin Courtney from the NEU is going to be an 
expert witness in one of KONP’s Covid Inquiry sessions. 
Still issues 

All remain continued causes of concern somewhat obscured by 
all hopes being placed in the vaccine. John noted that there were 
500 positive cases at the DVLA offices in Swansea! 

 

Health White 
paper 

West Yorks Scrutiny Board is going to discuss the White Paper at 
a workshop in March. West Yorks partnership Board has it on the 
agenda for their meeting next week. Leeds is getting new Chairs 
of Adults, health and Active Lifestyles Scrutiny Board and Health 
and Wellbeing Board. 

G&J to put question to Partnership 
Board and send letter to new 
chairs of Leeds H&WB and Adults & 
Health Scrutiny Boards et al 
( Fiona Venner now confirmed as 
chair of H&WB ) 



Leeds KONP 
comms 

G noted that NA is still keeping our website up to date about 4 
years after leaving Leeds. Although we are very grateful it isn’t 
really fair, we don’t help at all and the traffic isn’t great. N said 
that we have 770 on our facebook site and we get quite a lot of 
posts shared. We had a brief discussion about whether we could 
close the website but people thought it was a very valuable 
resource. However to keep it going we need to explore a way 
forward to stand on our own feet in Leeds ! NA has also been 
tweeting for Leeds KONP but is taking time off! N happy to try to 
do more tweeting and John does some, although not 
necessarily for Leeds KONP. 

Look for someone who might 
work towards taking over our 
website. 

 

Max use of facebook. Nasked that 
we leave it to him to admit new 
members to safeguard the site 

 

N to be chief tweeter but any other 
support welcome . 

ACTION PLANS   
 

G to follow up 
( latest news is 10th July is looking 
hopeful - five days after the NHS 
birthday !) 

 
 

Discuss and shape up a webinar 
at next meeting 

Yorkshire demo Gilda has sent of an enquiry to the police and LA re the 

back in sight ! possibility of having our Annual ( except for last year !) Yorkshire 
Health Campaigns Together demo on Sat July 3rd or Sat. July 10th 

 should restrictions be sufficiently lifted. 

Poss webinar N suggested the elections provided us with an opportunity to 
pre the local have a “ public meeting” / webinar and we all thought this a 
elections great idea. 

Upcoming 
meetings 

Session 2 of the Covid Inquiry is on Wed 10th March . Topic: 
How Did the Govt respond ? 
Speakers: 
Lobby Akinnola (Covid-19 Bereaved Families for Justice) 
Professor Sir David King (Independent-SAGE) 
Dr. H Salisbury (GP) 
Jan Shortt (National Pensioners Convention) 

 

Register at https://www.peoplescovidinquiry.com/ 

Further meetings are on 10th and 24th march and 7th April l 

People Before Profit have a Budget Day Rally 6 – 7pm on Wed 
3rd March with Ken Loach, Diane Abbot, trade unionists, DPAC et 
al 
http://peoplebefore-profit.com/ 

 

Yorkshire Health Campaigns Together network meeting Friday 
12th march 4 – 5.30pm 

 

 

Suggested date for the Next Meeting is 17th march 6.30 – 8pm 

then 31st March and 14th April to avoid conflict with national KONP’s People’s Covid 

Inquiry which is meeting on Wednesdays every two weeks until mid June. 

http://www.peoplescovidinquiry.com/
http://peoplebefore-profit.com/

