
Notes of Leeds KONP meeting 25.11.20 
 

Issue Update/ Discussion Action 

National news We now have over 50,000 deaths which is the equivalent to a jumbo jet crashing 
every day for the last nine months – worst in the world after the US and Brazil. 
We shared concerns re the loosening of restrictions over Xmas, schools not even 
having a longer holiday, 20% of children off at the moment and much higher in some 
schools. Nick said mask wearing in schools is erratic and it is getting more difficult to 
ensure ventilation as it gets colder. Less than a third of teachers report feeling safe. 

 

Government talking up the vaccines. John thinks their strategy has always been to 
rely on a vaccine rather than really hammer the virus with an effective test, trace and 
isolate system. Though results on the effectiveness of the virus are looking promising 
there is a lack of info. re to what extent people who are vaccinated and don’t get 
symptoms can still pass on the virus and how long vaccinations might last. 
Dawn said that third sector orgs. have been told they are needed to help with the 
vaccination programme, mainly to do public information campaigns but maybe to 
deliver vaccinations as well. 

 

Martin said that there continue to be serious problems with important data eg. re 
occupation and ethnicity. This is gathered but lost along the line as there are 4 
different computer systems involved and they don’t talk to each other. Also missing 
from data is any info re who has had a repeat infection. Although rare this does 
happen and needs following up to give us a better understanding of immunity or 
the lack of it. There is still no mechanism in place to support people to isolate. ( 
Helen noted that the Govt’s scheme to give £500 ( via LAs) to some people to 
support isolation is not really working as there are many hoops to jump to try to get 
the means tested payment and it takes weeks to arrive. Martin said that there are 
also issues with people getting aggravated because the same household has been 
rung many times as the tracers have been told they must speak to everyone in the 
household individually. 

 
John Lister and David Hall have written a good article on the NHS supply chain which 
concludes “Privatisation and outsourcing of the NHS’s Supply Chain services must 
end. The entire system must be simplified and brought under direct NHS control, 
with clear lines of accountability and a culture of prioritising safety, long term 
planning and smart use of skills and resources within the NHS and in local 
communities and the local manufacturing sector. “ 
https://gala.gre.ac.uk/id/eprint/28230/7/28230%20HALL_Privatised_and_Unprepared_2020.pdf 

The national audit office have issued a report which highlights a lack of transparency 

and adequate documentation in handing out £18bn worth of contracts between March 

and July this year. https://www.nao.org.uk/press-release/investigation-into-government- 
procurement-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/ 

The Good Law project is trying to take the Govt to court. 
KONP is exploring launching a Public Enquiry. 
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Local news Gilda noted that Leeds Clinical Commissioning Group met this afternoon. Big issues 
for the NHS locally are 
- tackling Covid 19 - 12 wards at LTHT occupied by patients and staff stretched. 
- trying to keep non Covid care going. Backlogs reduced a bit over summer but 
growing again. They note that some of the new ways of working accelerated 
by Covid are helping eg. more use of digital and GPs sharing work across practices. 

- The number of patients waiting over 18weeks for a first outpatient apt. 
( 18,440 in Sept) was more than twice the level in March. 

Still planning to 
 have a protest 
 early next year 
 re the necessity 
 of building 
 capacity in the 
 NHS. We raised 
 it at the last 

http://www.nao.org.uk/press-release/investigation-into-government-


 - There are concerns re ophthalmology where long waits can mean people whose 
sight could have been saved will experience irreversible loss. 

- assessing people for continuing care is mostly happening in “discharge to 
assess” beds and mostly virtually. 

- workforce pressures greater than ever 
- The CCG has some plans to tackle BAME inequalities and expects more after an 

Action Plan is put to West Yorks & H’Gate Integrated Care Partnership Board 
next week along with the report from the Review chaired by Donna Kinnear, 
They are very pre-occupied with planned changes to the Integrated Care 
Partnerships with the possibility that there will be legal changes next Spring to give 
the ICS legal status and formal commissioning powers. Leeds still hoping to hold on 
to its own CCG but this may not be feasible. 

- Shortage of money in the Council and potential cuts to Social Care are going to 
have a significant impact. CCG also in deficit 

 

We agreed that we need to have discussions with key councillors re the jump up in 
status of the Integrated Care Partnership which seals in fragmentation of the NHS 
and keeps the doors open for more private involvement. KONP is working on briefing 
papers. 

 
Health watch have produced a report on the digital divide in Leeds. Dawn said about 
30% of people in Gipton don’t have on line access except possibly on buses or in the 
libraries which are currently closed. 

KONP SG and 
 hope we can get 
 a co-ordinated 
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Agreed we seek 
Increased discussion with 
digitalisation Hannah from 
creates Health watch as 
barriers to a prelim to 
access and putting together 
further a short doc and 
inequalities seeking a mtg. 

 with key 

 councillors. 

 Agreed we 
 should put a 
 question to 
 Health and 

 Wellbeing Board 
on 10th Dec. re 

 digital access. 

 Dawn will draft. 

Local cuts 
projected 
closure of care 
Home 

Sylvia noted that services for older people have become skeletal. 
She is particularly concerned that Richmond House in south Leeds, which used to be 
an excellent facility with rehab services staffed by the NHS then became an ordinary 
care home, has been earmarked for closure by the Council’s Exec Board, They say 
that it has few residents . Other “hubs” have been identified to do rehab. However 
many people are still being sent to 4 or  5 wards in St James and Wharfedale 
Hospital, which are staffed by ViiLa Care, some of which have had poor ratings and a 
number of complaints. There is going to be a consultation and a decision in June re 
Richmond House. 

Check out the 
planned 
consultation re 
Richmond 
House, circulate 
info. & talk to the 
LP 

 

Pursue Vila Care 
ward closures - 
poss. question 
to H&Wellbeing 
Board 10.12. 

 

Next Meeting Wed 9th December at 6.30pm. 

We are hoping that Mike Galvin will talk about Big Pharma and we can plan a small Xmas protest. 


