
                     Yorkshire Health Campaigns Together Meeting 30.10.20  

Present: John Puntis ( chair, Leeds KONP ) Chris Owen, (  Kirklees LP and Hands off HRI), John Carlisle ( Save Our NHS 
Sheffield and SHA )  Nicola Avery (Leeds KONP far flung member ) Pete Keal ( (Yorkshire Association of Trades 
Councils) Brenda Brown ( Shipley), Mike Galvin ( Wakefield LP and Leeds KONP) ,  Helen Burke ( Harrogate LP and 
Leeds KONP) Gilda Peterson ( Leeds KONP ) 
Apologies : Mike Forster, HOHRI and national HCT chair, Malcolm Law (York ) & Chrissie  Parker( 999 Call for the NHS ) 
 

Issue  Update/ Discussion  Action  
 

Pandemic news  
introduced by 
John -  warning 
– not a lot to lift 
the heart up ! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We can learn 
from other 
countries  
 
 
 
Protest Against 
“Test & Waste”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
People’s 
Enquiry  

West Yorks about to go into Tier 3. Leeds Teaching Hospital in the news 
as it had 270 Covid patients, more than at the peak in April.  

 
A commitment in March to support NHS staff to stay in hotels for safety 
reasons seems to have been dropped by the Government.   
 

Serco just had its worst ever performance figs. Only 60% of contacts are 
being traced and only about 20% of those asked to isolate seem to be 
doing it as there is little support on offer to make it possible for many.   
Testing is like snakes and ladders. The pieces are joined up so If one bit of 
the process falls down eg. supply of re-agents, everything goes down.  
SAGE recommended a circuit breaker 4 wks ago.  It’s bound to happen 
but Johnson will act too late as usual and the main reason for short 
lockdowns is to get test and trace working and there’s no evidence it will. 
An article by Monbiot in The Guardian on Wednesday suggested 18 year 
olds on 111 were being upgraded to Level 2 clinical contact caseworkers 
and to give advice and support way above their skills and training. When 
Serco was challenged they said they were told to do it by NHSE.  
Research on 111 advice in the first wave suggests 60% of calls were 
unsafe.  GPs have been kept out of the loop. The Government has 
expressed a bit more interest in local Public Health but is still sinking 
£12bn into the private, failing system and gave local Public Health just 
£300m. For more info see John Puntis’ piece on the KONP website 
https://keepournhspublic.com/national-lockdown-test-and-trace-
working/  and John Lister: https://lowdownnhs.info/comment/where-is-
all-the-money-going/  
 
John P was very cautious/ realistic re hopes for an early, effective vaccine 
and noted that trials of Remdesivir, Hydroxychloroquine and Interferon 
haven’t demonstrated any significant effect on death rates . 
 

John Carlisle, who has just come back from Africa, noted that countries 
like South Africa, Nigeria and Tanzania have surprisingly low infection 
rates, as has Cuba, and suggested that we  might learn from 
understanding why. He wondered if the experience of disease in Africa 
increased people’s overall immunity. 
 
Gilda noted Leeds KONP has discussed having another protest re Serco et 
al’s “Test and Waste” and pro Local public Health  - maybe early Dec.   
 
John noted that HCT are planning a big Conference on privatisation, 
probably in January. 
Meanwhile he will share the pdfs of his photographic exhibition on 
privatisation  in Leeds which is still relevant   
 
 KONP is exploring setting up a People’s Enquiry and has been talking to 
campaigning relatives  who have been directly affected. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leeds to share any 
resources/ plans as it 
would be good to  co-
ordinate action. Ideas for 
social media campaigning  
would be  useful too.  
Also circulate J’s local 
privatisation pics.   
 

https://keepournhspublic.com/national-lockdown-test-and-trace-working/
https://keepournhspublic.com/national-lockdown-test-and-trace-working/
https://lowdownnhs.info/comment/where-is-all-the-money-going/
https://lowdownnhs.info/comment/where-is-all-the-money-going/


5th Nov  Gwen said we have to expose the Government’s cruelty and 
incompetence and we  wondered how we might use Nov. 5th  to ridicule 
Johnson  
 

Gwen thought York might 
demonstrate outside Guy 
Fawkes house and/ or 
have a bonfire of the 
vanities! She suggested 
collecting a penny for the 
Boris guy to send his son 
to Eton! 
Gilda and John  going to 
work on a guy.   

Update on 
Campaigns  
 

Trade deals  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Migrant 
charging  
 
 
 
 
 
KONP/SHA 
campaign for a 
National Care, 
Support and 
Independent 
Living service 
( NaCSILS)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Pay Justice for 
NHS workers    
 

 
 
A number of groups mounted protests across the country on the 
national day of action against a trade deal with the US on 24th 

October. Leeds had a little live tableau outside the Civic Hall with 
fancy dress props and music.   
Gwen and others have been writing to Lords with We Own It’s 
assistance. John noted that Baroness Kennedy is an outspoken ally.  
 
John is taking up an offer to meet with Dame Donna Kinnear, 
president of the RCN, who is chairing a West Yorks and Harrogate 
Review into Covid inequalities which has agreed to at least look at 
the impact on migrants and people with undocumented status.  He 
is involving James Skinner from Medact and Amy Stevens, a medic 
from Bradford.   
 
Gilda said that the campaign is not just calling for a public, 
accountable service ( get the market out) but for a total revaluing  
of social care and care work, a radical re-fashioning of services, a 
shift of power to the grass roots – to people, workers, community 
and a serious attempt at societal change that challenges 
institutionalised disablism and racism.  

  
The campaign was launched at a Conference on 10th October with 
disabled speakers from Reclaim Social Care and Reclaim our 
Futures Alliance of Disabled People’s organisations, emphasising 
the importance of disabled people being at the heart of planning 
and running services – real co-production, 2 reps from Councils 
including Hammersmith who provide free home care, The National 
Pensioners Convention & GMB both of whom who are pretty 
much on the same page with us, Heather Wakefield from the 
Women’s Budget Group,  Unison who are strong on workforce but 
weak on user voice ( as is the TUC ) and are attracted by the idea of 
an integrated care and NHS service plus John McDonnell, LP. Sorry 
some people couldn’t get in because of unforeseen technical 
limitations but you can see the  launch you tube – 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wsDY7q-
rVYM&feature=youtu.be  
 
There has just been a week of action but all on line.   
 
 

 
 
It is still worth writing 
to Lords. See ‘We Own 
It’.   
 
 
 
 
John will feed back any 
progress on getting 
West  Yorks Partnership 
to challenge charging 
migrants for health 
care.  
.  
Everyone who 
registered has been 
invited to a meeting 
next Monday 2nd Nov. 
to discuss how to take 
the campaign forward. 
G to update at next mtg  
 
Meanwhile please 
consider putting the 
attached motion to LP,  
trade union  branches 
et al. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We Need to call for pay 
Justice for care workers 
as well.    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wsDY7q-rVYM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wsDY7q-rVYM&feature=youtu.be


Local group 
updates  
 
Huddersfield   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bradford   
 
 
 
 
 
Harrogate  
 
 
York  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
West Yorks 
Assn of TUCs  
 
Leeds KONP  

 
 
 
Chris said that they have been contacting all CLPs in Calderdale and 
Kirklees calling for Labour to stop the reconfiguration proposals.  

Mike Forster by e mail noted that “we are meeting with the Trust 
bosses on 5th November to press them on their next phase of 
consultation and then we will be launching our own public 
engagement events. We are also involved in Kirklees’s Stand Up to 
Racism Public Zoom “Unite for a better World” on 5th November. 

Brenda said that Bradford RI have warned that  people are leaving 
it too late before coming to hospital, only ringing 999 when really 
ill. She is involved in fighting redundancies and the closure of her 
local community centre. In terms of campaigning tips she noted 
telephone flash mobs can be useful.   

Helen organised a meeting of Harrogate Labour Party with Martin 
Schweiger (Public Health consultant) speaking, which went well.  

Gwen noted that there have been a nasty series of protests by anti-
abortionists intimidating young women going in and out of Unity 
Clinic. In response people have been counter demonstrating   
outside an RC church on Sundays. Last night there was a socially 
distanced protest in solidarity with Polish women. 

Gwen said that she puts a different “thought for the day” on a 
placard in her front garden every day. What a brilliant idea and 
amazing commitment!   

Pete said that he is trying to re-organise a mtg. on Integrated Care 
Systems for local TUCs which was postponed from pre lockdown  

are doing a small, live, plate protest  on Sat. 31st. over Johnson’s 
refusal to provide free school meals over the  October half term 
holiday.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Mike will keep us 
posted  

Ideas for 
Future Action  

Gilda noted that Leeds KONP are keen to have a winter crisis 
protest again this Jan/ Feb as capacity issues will be worse than 
ever. It is a good opportunity to draw attention to the lack of beds 
and staffing in the NHS, chronic underfunding for the last 10yrs etc.  

Leeds KONP will pursue 
having a national day of 
action as usual, even if 
heavily dependent on 
social media. We could 
sort more banners!  

 

 Our next meeting will be on Friday 11th December 4 - 5.30pm  -   Zoom info later  

 


