
YORKSHIRE HEALTH CAMPAIGNS TOGETHER MEETING 29.5.20 
 

 

1. News, information and discussion of the current situation introduced by John Puntis 
 

Lockdown is easing too soon and schools re-opening before it is safe. Even the Government’s own tests 
haven’t been met. SAGE have said that having an effective test and trace system up and running is a pre- 
requisite and it is clear that there is no chance of this happening until late June at the earliest. Much of it is 
outsourced to SERCO et al. KONP is supporting a joint statement with the NEU and others. Various councils 
have broken ranks and said schools shouldn’t expand their opening from 1st June. The Director of Public 
Health in Sheffield has advised the LA against schools opening and Sheffield LA have just issued a statement to 
say they won’t be opening schools yet. 

 
Dominic Cummings gross lockdown breach and Johnson’s failure to sack him is undermining keep safe 
messages. However Johnson’s popularity has been significantly dented. 

 

The Trade Bill has now passed its second reading without amendment and will go for scrutiny by a 
committee of 17 MPs. We need to put particular pressure on them and on potentially sympathetic Tory MPs 
but also inform and press all MPs to get the NHS , supply of medicines etc entirely off the table. 

 

2. Local Group reports 
 

Hands off Huddersfield Royal Infirmary campaign. 
Mike Forster said that the campaign responded to a plea from palliative care for PPE kit and washbags for 
potentially infected clothing. HRI campaigners made and collected a lot of kit and delivered to 7 drop off 
points. This practical support has helped the campaign develop useful links with health workers and with 
members of the public who were keen to help and might get more involved with HOHRI. 

 
Defend Our NHS York 
Gwen and Malcolm confirmed that the York group hasn’t met for a long time – before lockdown - but they are 
talking about trying to re-launch as soon as feasible. Key members including those from the mental health 
action group seem to be taking a break from activity. However York People’s Assembly are also looking to get 
back up and running so there is good potential for working together. PA members turned out for a demo last 
night at the hospital and have decided to keep Thursday claps going but broaden the focus. 

 
999 Kirklees and Calderdale 
Jenny Shepherd said that quite a few members of the 999 group have been involved in setting up a pilot test 
and trace system with input from the Sheffield pilot which is organised by retired GPs. Their contact tracers 
drawn from 999 and local mutual aid volunteer groups have been carefully trained by people from the 
Sheffield pilot, they have a local public health doctor on board and are being supported by the primary care 
network. Personal data will be closely protected and not saved. The pilot group has been offered 
representation on the Calderdale test and trace group. They are going to attend a meeting but take with them 
clear demands around BAME. They are also working with 111 who they have asked to advise people within 
their postcode of the service they offer. Jenny said the national scheme won’t work. The data is unprotected, 
its all privatised and run by someone from MI5. If the pilot works in Calderdale 999 et al are aiming to hand 
the scheme over to the LA.  999 are putting in a lot of work but are gaining very useful contacts and being 
seen to do something very positive rather than always criticising and protesting. 
John noted that the Sheffield pilot are finding it hard to get co-operation from health and care workers , who 
are worried about self isolating, which isn’t surprising given management might not be supportive and some 
may not have sick pay. Jenny said they have the benefit of starting later when the testing is likely to cover a 
broader population and being able to learn from Sheffield’s experience. They won’t expect health and care 
workers to isolate if they have been protected by PPE. They are asking Environmental health to make places 
Covid secure. 

 



Leeds 
Gilda said that Leeds KONP have been sending out their rainbow banner to lots of other NHS campaign 
groups across the country. Several members have been involved with the Leeds People Not Profit Covid 
action group which is linked to Leeds TUC. It has been focusing heavily on “No return to work and schools 
until it is safe” John P will be talking to a parents meeting next week along with MP Richard Burgon and the 
NEU. 
John has written to Leeds Director of Public Health asking if they are considering or will consider a local test 
and trace system. A Leeds KONP supporter who is a retired public health consultant is engaged with the 
council over their test and trace plans so we hope to hear more. 

 
Migrant charging 
Leeds KONP have sent an appeal to councillors and MPs asking them to put pressure on Government to drop 
NHS charges for all overseas workers and press the local hospital and Government to end charging migrants 
and people of undocumented status for health care and stop reporting people to the Home Office. The 
response has been quite small and they are looking at how to boost the campaign. G agreed to circulate the 
letter to others so they consider amending it for their own use. 
Gwen said that York will try to raise the issue this weekend when there is a national Stand Up To Racism 
event. 

 

Opening up Schools 
KONP is supporting the call from the NEU and all teaching unions for schools not to be opened until their 5 
tests have been met and it much safer. John has spelled out the argument in a piece on the KONP website. 
He has also written to Leeds Director of Public Health asking if she will speak out against schools opening like 
the Sheffield DPH. 
Nick suggested that we should lobby the religious schools – write to the catholic diocese et al and also 
campaign against supply teachers being moved around as that adds to dangers. 
Brenda suggested it might be worth talking to mosques 

 

Scrutiny 
Jenny thanked everyone who had signed the letter to West Yorks and Harrogate Scrutiny Board chair asking 
for urgent scrutiny of the regional response to Covid 19. As we can’t lobby in person she asked if people 
would download the poster calling for Scrutiny https://calderdaleandkirklees999callforthenhs.wordpress.com/, 
take a pic of themselves holding it and send to her at changingmorethanlightbulbs@gmail.com. 

 
NB West Yorks and Harrogate Partnership Board are meeting in public on 2nd June. Questions can be  
submitted in advance and you can watch the meeting live on line. 

 
Social care 

Leeds KONP invited Stacey Booth, now GMB organiser for Leeds City Council services, to talk about social care 
at their last meeting (see the Leeds KONP newsletter circulated with the agenda for this mtg on 26th May). 
Sylvia said that she is trying to establish what has been happening with assessments under the Community 
Care Act and whether easements allowed under emergency legislation have been used. Voluntary Action 
Leeds are doing shopping but she thinks help with other basic tasks are probably falling through the net. Jenny 
said Calderdale hasn’t resorted to easements and suggested the quickest way to get answers is to ask the 
Councillor responsible for social services. 

 
Gilda reported that KONP and SHA are hoping to launch a joint campaign on Social Care and Support and are 
hoping that “We Own it” will come on board. There has been consternation within Reclaim Social Care and 
from disabled activists beyond RSC about the lack of consultation in setting this up. However the demands 
have now been discussed at KONP Steering Group and a number of amendments made and it emerged very 
soon after this meeting that space is being made for further consultation and discussions with other orgs. 

 

These are the amended demands as they stand at the moment. 

mailto:changingmorethanlightbulbs@gmail.com


1. A National Care and Support Service: 
The Government shall have responsibility for and duty to provide a National Care and Support Service (NCSS) 
to provide care, support and independent living as set out in the Care Act 2014 1 and Article 19 of the UN 
Convention on rights of disabled people. 2 

2. Fully funded through progressive taxation, free at the point of need and fully available to everyone living in 
this country. 

3. Publicly provided and publicly accountable: 
The NCSS will have overall responsibility for publicly provided care homes and care providers and, where 
appropriate, for the supervision of not-for-profit organisations funded through grants allocated by the NCSS. 
All provision will deliver to NCSS national standards. The market in social care, including the profiteering that 
exists within sections of social care, will be ended. 

4. Nationally organised, locally delivered: 
The Government will be responsible for delivery by the NCSS, of democratically run services, designed and 
delivered locally and co-productively, involving service users and carers, local authorities and the NHS. 

5. Support for carers: 
The NCSS will ensure that informal and family carers are well supported, can have a full life of their own and 
are not expected to provide more care than they willingly offer. 

6. National NCSS workforce strategy fit for purpose: 
The NCSS services and standards will be underpinned by a workforce who have appropriate training, 
qualifications, career structure, pay and conditions to reflect the skills required to provide support and care 
services worthy of a decent society. 

 
NHS Birthday celebration/ protest 
It looks fairly clear that both possible dates (27.6 and 25.7) for our Yorkshire march for the NHS have to be 
abandoned, which means it is all the more important that we try to get publicity for our message of protest as 
well as celebration on the NHS birthday weekend 4th – 5th July. National KONP are calling for local groups to 
organise events on Saturday 4th (although no problem with Sunday if preferred) However on Sunday 

 
 
 



KONP/HCT are planning a national webinar/rally at 4.30pm. There are bound to be a number of official events. 
Since the meeting it is has become clear there is likely to be national silence on Saturday evening and a clap  
on Sunday. Local hospitals are likely to be planning some sort of celebration – in Leeds that probably means 
more light projections at least. The birthday weekend also coincides with the 50th anniversary of Airedale 
Hospital. 

 

Mike said Hands off HRI will be having a distanced protest outside the hospital. Leeds KONP would like to have 
a little parade with music, some pre ’48 costumes, banners etc if not a bed to push but that might not be 
feasible, in which case they will also be looking for something like Banners Round the LGI involving trade 
unions, Labour and Green party branches , community orgs et al. if possible with the emphasis on loads of 
banners rather than loads of people and some music. 
John said that headlines being shared are “Bring Back our NHS “ “A 2020 vision for a post Covid NHS” but 
there are lots of issues we might want to highlight around PPE, BAME deaths, ending outsourcing, trade 
deals etc. and it would be good to make sure that the struggle for a publicly provided, publicly accountable 
social care and support system gets a mention as well. 
Leeds might want to make links with the 200th anniversary of Florence Nightingale’s birth as she had local 
connections. 4th July is also American Independence day when the Campaign for the Accountability of 
American bases usually holds an event at Menwith Hill calling for Independence from America. If they 
wouldn’t mind us borrowing the slogan it is very pertinent to trade deals. 

 

 
Action Agreed 

• Circulate Leeds letter calling for both and end to NHS surcharges on workers from overseas and to 
charging migrants and others with undocumented status so groups can amend and use if they wish. 

 

• Contact Gilda if you want to order one or more KONP rainbow banners : £25 for one including p&p but 
cheaper for larger quantities. 

 

• John to write a letter to the Catholic Diocese and C of E education urging delay in opening schools with 
assistance from Nick. 

 

• John to cascade info and national guidance from KONP re NHS 72nd birthday events and materials. 
 

• Local groups to start planning local action on or around Sat.4th July paying due attention to safety issues 
and share ideas. 

 
NB Please write to your MP to ask them to oppose the dangerous possibility of the NHS being on the table in 
the US trade deal negotiations. For info see We Own It’s website, especially the briefing from the trade justice 
group. https://weownit.org.uk/sites/default/files/downloadableresources/New%20briefing%20on%20NHS%20and%20Trade.pdf 

You can also take a pic of yourself with this poster and post it widely. 
 
 
 

Next meeting June 26th 4 – 5.30pm 


