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LEEDS KONP   

met on Zoom on Wed. 8th April. Great to see John, 
Rob, Nic, Helen, Mike , Dave, Owen, Dawn, 
Ayman,  Nick & Gilda.  Very best wishes and 
solidarity to all of you out there who are with us in 
spirit though not on Zoom.  If you haven’t been to 
our meetings but want to join us, e mail  
leedskonp@yahoo.co.uk  and I can make sure that 
you get joining instructions nearer the time. Next 
meeting 6.30pm Wednesday April 22nd.  

NEWS AND VIEWS   
 

Personal Protective Equipment  

There are still big gaps between promise and 
provision. The President of the Doctors 
Association UK ,  Dr. Smantha Batt- Rawden  said 
“It is heartbreaking to hear that some staff have 
been told to simply ‘hold their breath’ due to lack 
of masks,” Their survey of docs revealed that   

 72% of doctors cannot get hold of an FFP3 mask 
when they need one. 

 77% report shortages of long-sleeved gowns 

 43% cannot always use a visor or goggles when 
they need them. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/06/nh
s-doctors-lacking-ppe-bullied-into-treating-covid-19-
patients   

GPs, dentists, community health and the whole of 
Social Care have struggled even more than 
hospitals to get PPE. The situation in nursing 
homes is particularly dire. Nadra Ahmed, the 
executive chair of the National Care Association, 
which represents small and medium-sized care 
providers, said: “The issue we hear most is: ‘I am 
desperate for masks. Has anyone got any gloves? I 
am down to my last stock”. 
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/apr/06/re
sidential-homes-desperate-for-ppe-as-two-care-
workers-die   

 

Tests and supply of ventilators stall   

New figs show that just 16,094 tests were carried 
out on Tuesday 7th including 3,680 on NHS staff 
and their families, around the same figure as on 
Sunday and far short of the pledge of 100,000 in 
just three weeks' time. The NHS still has only 
11,500 ventilators, including 1,500 “on order”– 
way below the 18,000 Matt Hancock said were 
needed for the coronavirus peak. 
 

Volunteering and emergency staffing  
John has written a piece for KONP on the NHS 
recruiting an army of volunteers :  see  
https://keepournhspublic.com/volunteers-part-of-the-

solution-to-the-covid-19-crisis/.  He notes that  the 
Tories have been obsessed for some years with 
getting unpaid labour to support the failing health 
and care systems wrecked by years of their 
austerity and underinvestment. While welcoming  
neighbourhood support initiatives he suggests  
volunteers should not be used as a substitute for 
paid staff ; the Govt. should follow supermarkets  
and consider recruiting community support staff 
and giving them a contract, wage, training etc. 

 Dave Kirk suggested that the recruitment of 
airline staff to work in the Nightingale Hospital 
might be a useful precedent for redirecting people 
into socially useful / green jobs!  

Jenny Shepherd has written a piece on call 

handlers brought in to staff Tyneside 111 service 

given 90 mins training to give advice to people 

with suspected COVID 19 !  See :  

https://calderdaleandkirklees999callforthenhs.wordpr

ess.com/ 

Private Sector Gains from Crisis 

  
Vivek Kotecha from CHPI (the Centre for Health 
and the Public Interest ) explains  how the  
Government’s recent  deal with private hospitals 
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to pay for use of their beds, staff and equipment 
has bailed  out the private hospitals and their 
landlords just  when their  businesses could have 
nose-dived.  See:  
https://chpi.org.uk/blog/who-benefits-from-the-nhss-
bailout-of-private-hospitals/    

 

Charities & 3rd sector orgs. going under  

The Chancellor has responded to pressure from 
charities by allocating £750m aid but this is well 
short of the £4bn the national Council of Voluntary 
Services identified as needed. Dawn noted that 
three third sector organisations in Leeds have 
already gone to the wall and suggested that if 
more cash is not forthcoming from the Govt. the 
next 6-9 months may see a depleted third sector.    

Pandemic highlights inequalities  

The Intensive Care National Audit and Research 
Centre found that 35% of almost 2,000 patients 
critically ill with Covid 19 are non-white, nearly 
triple the 13% proportion in the UK population as 
a whole. Some BAME communities have higher 
levels of diabetes and heart disease and it is likely 
that cramped housing conditions and deprivation 
contribute to the differences.   
NB we need to counteract any attempts by people 
to use this as a hook for increased racism.  
 

Drop health care charges for migrants/ 
undocumented residents  
 
This is not only unfair but potentially harmful to 
our collective health as it deters people from 
seeking health care when needed despite 
emergency treatment being free.  Liverpool 
campaigners have launched a petition asking their 
local hospital to make a stand and drop charging 
which is something we could consider in Leeds. 

Collateral damage  

There is growing concern that many people with 
serious health issues like cancer are  having to wait 
for treatment and some may get lost in the system 
of re-appointments longer term. The Royal College 
of Paediatricians has voiced concern that 
children’s health will suffer as parents are 
reluctant to bring them to A& E. Vaccinations are 
well down. Hardly anyone is getting dental 
treatment as dentists have struggled to get PPE. 
The Charity “ Refuge “ noted  a 25% rise in calls to 
the National Domestic Abuse helpline since 

lockdown and visits to the National Domestic 
Abuse helpline were up 150% since end of Feb.  

Mental ill health is a major issue affecting NHS and 
Care staff on the front line as well as all of us.  

Blaming individuals- handy old tactic!   

Long before the pandemic blaming people for 
being a burden on the NHS has been a key thread 
in the NHS long term plan. This aimed to reduce 
expensive hospital care, educate people to take 
responsibility for having a healthy lifestyle and in 
theory build up more care in the community. The 
pandemic creates open season for blaming 
patients for spread, and diverting attention away 
from Government failures. See   
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/opendemocracyu
k/protect-the-nhs-must-not-be-another-excuse-to-
blame-patients/ 

Hospital closures slipping under the radar  

Campaigners fighting hospital closures fear 
emergency arrangements could lead to closures 
being fast tracked. Chorley A&E has closed with 
staff transferred to Preston Royal to focus 
resources on dealing with Covid 19.  Local activists 
are concerned this might lead to the promised 
consultation over A&E being dropped and the 
closure becoming a fait accompli.  
 

What Leeds KONP has been doing    

We have been getting some coverage in the YEP 

with letters from Dawn, John and Gilda and one of 

John’s pics of our banner “ Picture of the Day”  2.4.   

 
 
We have sent some banners to other KONP  
groups and also asked LTHT if we can have 
banners back if they haven’t been binned !  
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John has been doing some media interviews 
including one with a South Korean news agency 
much of which popped up in Berlin !  
 
We have produced ‘Protect Our Carers’ posters  
to add clout to the weekly Clap for our Carers on 
Thursday nights at 8pm. Corbyn was seen with this 
one projected on his street on 2nd April  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And here is Mike Galvin’s hand holding a poster, 
Nick displaying our KONP flag  

 
and Gilda at her gate for the Clap on  8th April.  

 

 
 
John tweeted a 
video of him 
playing his  
melodeon  
and chanting   

TEST, TEST, TEST, PPE - KEEP OUR CARERS VIRUS 
FREE ! – see it on national KONP’s  website.    
 

Yorkshire March for the NHS  
We are now holding both June 27th and July 25th as 
possible dates for our Yorkshire March for the NHS  
while also starting to explore alternative forms of 
action if marching is not possible.  

We hosted a Zoom meeting of Yorkshire Health 
Campaigns Together  on 3rd April  where we 

shared our anger, sadness and frustration about 
the NHS having to face this pandemic already cut 
to the bone,  fragmented and riddled with 

privatisation and led by a party and PM who was 
reluctant to be seen go against his neo-liberal anti 
state philosophy. However we agreed that this is 
not the time to pour energy into an aggressive, 
blame campaign. We have to store up a dossier of 
evidence for later, concentrate on what can be 
done now and prepare for a vigorous “No going 
back” political battle when we are through this.  
Next meeting  1st May at 4pm.    
 

Charging and the hostile environment  
We are exploring the possibility of taking some 
local action pressing for charging migrants and 
others not entitled to free NHS care to be stopped. 
 
Pushing the KONP petition 
https://www.change.org/p/boris-johnson-6-demands-
from-nhs-staff-to-help-us-tackle-coronavirus  

It has over 450,000 signatures and 6 demands:  
1.  Covid-19 testing and personal protective 

equipment (PPE) must be available for all NHS and 
social care staff now. 

2. Those relying on social care (or ‘Direct Payments’) 
must be given immediate support if carers go sick  

3. NHS support staff (including those outsourced) 
must receive at least living wage, paid sick leave for 
illness or self-isolation and an increase in statutory 
sick pay  

4. Bring private health resources into public service 
without compensation to fight COVID-19 and aid 
NHS response  

5. Make all information that the Government is 
basing its strategy on wholly available for public 
scrutiny 

6. An immediate end to legislation enforcing eligibility 
checks and charging in the NHS, including those 
related to residency status or national origin, 
allowing all patients to use the NHS without fear 

Pursuing local and W.Y&H Scrutiny Boards  
who have now been given the go ahead to meet 
virtually but in public.   
 

We are considering holding a public ZOOM mtg  

Meanwhile hoping that you all stay as safe as 
possible and giving a big shout out and 
solidarity with all staff on the front line   
 
Don’t forget to keep checking the national KONP 
website and if you haven’t joined KONP, just click 
the join button.  There are lots of interesting 
meetings, rallies and webinars on line  
 

e mail : leedskonp@yahoo.co.uk facebook: Keep Our 
NHS Public Leeds , Te. 07419 295754  website : 
https://leedskeepournhspublic.wordpress.com  
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