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LEEDS KONP ZOOMS AHEAD ! 

On Wed 25th March we had a successful trial 
meeting via ZOOM and agreed to continue to meet  
on the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of the month as usual 
but by ZOOM. John will set up meetings for 6.30pm  
and we’ll circulate details and joining instructions 
by e mail.  If you can download ZOOM on your 
computer or smart phone, all you will need is the 
ID no. Many of us are definitely not digital whizzes 
but are finding it easier than we imagined. 
   

TOP CONCERNS  

Setting aside the anger we all feel that 10 years of 
underfunding, privatisation and fragmentation  
have left NHS staff forced to fight this pandemic 
with one hand tied behind them and at great 
personal risk,  we are trying to focus on what can 
be done to address major concerns now ! 
 

A top priority is to get all NHS and social care staff 
the protection they need immediately   

John has produced an evaluation of Personal 
Protective equipment and KONP, Doctors in Unite 
The BMA, John Ashworth et al having been putting 
pressure on the Govt. and getting media coverage.  
So far UK kit falls below the level of protection 
recommended by the World Health Authority and 
well below that used in China. Hancock has been 
promising kit is en route while doctors are still 
saying they haven’t enough or it isn’t good enough.  
GPs, social care workers and others all need it too. 
 

Test, isolate , trace – it’s not too late  

The fact that Containment strategies have worked 
well in Korea with the army drafted in to do 
contact tracing seems to have been largely ignored 
by our Govt. A decimated public health service has 
been easily marginalised and the closure of 
pathology labs doesn’t help.  Allyson Pollock, Prof. 
of public health at Newcastle and one of the crew 
of 4 who headed up the judicial review of the 
introduction of ACOs  has been arguing for several  

weeks that in areas like the north east rigorous 
testing tracing and isolating could make a huge 
difference to spread.  This week the Govt. is saying 
that they have bought 3.5m tests to check  
whether someone has had Covid 19  but don’t yet 
know whether they are reliable  and there has 
been little investment in tracing.   

Requisition  private hospitals    

If as Johnson suggests this is like a war, why are we  
paying £300  per bed per day to private hospitals 
who will undoubtedly present themselves as 
saviours of the NHS – part of the solution when in 
fact they are very much part of the problem.  

Ensure everyone has access to free health care  

Drop all charges for using the NHS and remove the 
threat to migrants of being reported to the Home 
Office. Accommodate and provide health care for 
rough sleepers.  
 

YOU CAN HELP BY SIGNING THIS PETITION  
https://www.change.org/p/boris-johnson-6-demands-

from-nhs-staff-to-help-us-tackle-coronavirus 

 

One of our banners at the back gate of St. James . There 

were more at St. James, LGI, Chapel All., Wharfedale 

and Harrogate hospitals but some have been removed ! 

CORONAVIRUS BILL HIDDEN THREATS   

The Coronavirus Bill just agreed in Parliament 
effectively suspends the Care Act 2014  duties in 
England to assess and arrange services to meet the 
needs of disabled adults The only exception is 
where a failure to provide services would result in 

https://www.change.org/p/boris-johnson-6-demands-from-nhs-staff-to-help-us-tackle-coronavirus
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a breach of the European Court of Human Rights 
(ECHR). However, the threshold for ECHR breaches 
in this area is high, which means the proposed Bill 
risks leaving many disabled adults with no 
entitlement to care. It also loosens protections for 
people suffering mental illness.   Under pressure 
Hancock has agreed that the Bill will be brought 
back for debate in Parliament in 6 months and  
repealed ‘as soon as possible’. We need to hold 
him to account and scrutinise and track the impact.      

RECLAIM SOCIAL CARE 

You could join ‘Reclaim Social Care’ ( only £5 ) 
which is an affiliate of Health Campaigns  Together  
and presses for free, universal social support, 
independent living and care funded from taxation. 
See www.reclaimsocialcare.co.uk .  One of our 
demands  for proper recognition, substantial pay, 
conditions and training  for social care workers is 
now cutting with the grain as the country has 
discovered essential workers! Here is a new 
petition you could sign which demands equal 
recognition with health and the NHS for social care.  
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/302897 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN LEEDS ?  

As of 26
th

 march there have been 5 coronavirus 

deaths in Leeds. All elective ops have been 

cancelled with only urgent, emergency and cancer 

treatments going ahead.  Hospital visiting times 

have been severely restricted.  See 
https://www.leedsth.nhs.uk/patients-visitors/patient-and-

visitor-information/visiting-times/  
     

WHAT ARE WE DOING ? 
 

 Clapping THE NHS                    
A call went out 
for a doorstep 
clap for the NHS 
this Thurs. 26th at 
8pm. This is 
bound to be the 

first of many. If you join in, please share your pics.   
 

Marching for the NHS   

We are still hoping that it might be possible to hold 
our Yorkshire March for the NHS in Leeds on 27th 
June. However we already have July 25th saved 
with the police as an alternative and will just move 
the date on as required. We are all set to rush out 
publicity as soon as we have a confirmed date and 
expect the response will be phenomenal.  

Continuing to hold the Tories to account.  
 

We may not be dwelling on how angry we feel with 
the Tories for putting NHS workers and many 
people in harm’s way because of their half brained 
anti-state, anti-NHS policies because that would 
sap our energy but when we are through the worst 
of this we will not be letting them forget the 
drastic effect of their policies. We will also be 
ready to fight every step of the way to stop a slide 
back into vicious ‘profit before people’ policies.  

 The UK ranks 24th out of 31 EU countries for 
numbers of critical care beds per head of 
population. Germany has four times our nos.  ! 

 We have about half the EU average number.  
of hospital beds and one of the lowest  
numbers of doctors per head of population  

 There are 100,000 + empty posts in the NHS  

 Essential  staff have been kicked out of the 
NHS into private  subsidiary companies 

 Vital NHS services have been sold off; our  
blood plasma supplier was sold to a US private 
equity firm in 2013 for £200m then 3 years 
later sold on to a Chinese buyer for £820 NHS  
delivery services were contracted out to DHL 
who were taken over by Unipart ! 

 The ‘National’ has been taken out of the NHS. 
Fragmentation and privatisation run rabid.  
 

KEEPING OUR SPIRITS UP & KEEPING SAFE 
     
The lockdown will help if we all stick to it. KONP 
called for it. The Tories were disastrously slow to 
implement anything that looked like the ‘nanny  
state’.  It has been amazing to see how swathes of 
Conservative philosophy bit the dust almost 
overnight as entirely unfit for purpose. 
We need to remain committed and keep strong to 
be ready to fight  for fair free , public health and 
social care for all and a society with its values 

firmly right side up . Take care of yourselves. 
 

And don’t forget our special song !  
 

We shall not give up the fight 
We have only started… 
The NHS belongs to us           
We won’t let it go …. 
Together we’ll have victory   
Hand holding hand … 
 

 

Email : Leeds KONP@yahoo.co.uk. T. 07419 295754 
Facebook Keep Our NHS Public Leeds    
Website:  https://leedskeepournhspublic.wordpress.com  
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