
   LEEDS KEEP OUR NHS PUBLIC MEETING 10.4.19  

Present : J , D, C,  C, C, J, H, M, G.                    Apologies: D and standing apologies from N and M 

Issue  Update/ Discussion  Action  
 

NHS news 
led by John P:  
  
child ill health and 
poverty rising  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Life expectancy has fallen  
 
 

Public health budgets cut 
and admissions rise  
 
 
 
 
 
 

GP stress and suicide 
very high 
 
 
 
 

safety in primary care 
poor 
 
 
 

cancer waiting times 
slightly improved  
 

Migrant charges  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Babylon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An analysis by the Nuffield Trust has highlighted that the UK 
compares poorly with other countries in terms of childhood long 
term conditions, obesity, asthma deaths, and young people not in 
education, employment, or training. Other reports show we lag 
behind in terms of health for babies and younger children. Mental 
health for children in the UK has been described as being “in 
crisis.” The Nuffield Trust report also notes that 11% of young 
people aged 15-19 years in the UK are living in severe material 
deprivation. This is the 4th highest rate in Europe, with a worsening 
trend over time. Overall about 4m children living in poverty in the 
UK and this is rising. 
 

Life expectancy is down 6 mths for all adults in England and Wales 
according to the Institute of Actuaries  
 

Over the past three years, budgets for alcohol and obesity 
services have been cut by 10% and stop smoking services have 
seen funding cuts of 20%.At the same time, hospital admissions 
where obesity is a factor have risen 10 fold since 2006-07, 
admissions associated with alcohol have nearly doubled since 
2006-07, and those where smoking was a factor have also 
increased – info from a British Medical Association report.  
 

GP Local Medical Committees Conference motion called for action 
to reduce suicides of health professionals, 430 of whom died in  
England and Wales from 2011 to 2015, including 81docs. Female 
GPs have four times the risk of suicide than the general UK 
population.1 in 3 GPs experiences depression, burnout, or both. 
 

The Care Quality Commission analysis of a sample  of  inspection 
reports of private primary medical care services, including GP 
services and specialist clinics revealed that safety was the biggest 
problem across the private primary care sector.  
 

Priority was reducing spending but Yorks budget up 30% over last 4 
years.  
 

The Heads of the Academy of Royal Medical Colleges, the 
Faculty of Public Health, and several medical royal colleges, 
as well as a number of Labour and Green Party MPs, have 
written to the secretary of state for health and Social Care calling 
for charges for migrant patients to be suspended, pending an 
independent review of their effect and the immediate publication 
of evaluation work already conducted. 
 

General practices in west London have warned that they risk a 
patient exodus to Babylon’s GP at Hand service, after local 
commissioners approved plans to cut the practices’ own funding 
for extended opening hours. Some practices are set to lose two 
thirds of their extended appointment slots, and they say that they 
will be forced to lay off staff because they will lose tens of 
thousands of pounds in practice income. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
G to  keep people 
informed of plans for  HCT 
& trade unions to launch 
a national Conference on 
worker and patient safety 
in the autumn.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Responding to charging 
migrants  to be raised in 
the HCT Northern 
Conference but need to 
talk to the TUs re 
involving health workers  
 



NB more news in   www.healthcampaignstogether.com latest newspaper available on 
line  and John Lister et al also publishing “The  Lowdown” bulletin  
for NHS Support Fed every fortnight. see  
https://lowdownnhs.info.    
 John’s new book “Unhealthy Profits PFI in the NHS”  uses Mid 
Yorks as a case study.    
The latest KONP newsletter can be seen at 
https://keepournhspublic.com/news/newsletter-april-2019/  
 

Challenging Nice et al 
over the 17 treatments 
withdrawn/severely  
restricted   

John has been following up with NICE and had letter printed in the 
BMJ which notes some recommendations contradict NICE 
guidelines and concludes  
“NHS England’s cost cutting approach enforced through financial 
levers disregards the principle that “at the centre of medicine, 
there is always a human relationship between a patient and a 
doctor.”5 Moreover, the essence of evidence based medicine as 
the integration of clinical experience with the best available 
research information and patient values is undermined if the view 
of the patient is ignored.” 

Need to be on the look 
out for rationing. 17 
treatments only the first 
trawl but local areas have 
their own rationing too. ( 
D  noted her father is 
struggling to get funding 
agreed for a vital hernia 
op.  )  

Review of the Mh for the 
NHS  
 

Police suggested almost 1,000 although we thought that was a bit 
optimistic. . Good spirit and good turnout of campaign groups and 
TU banners.  John did interviews with BBC radio Leeds, Calendar 
and YEP. It would have been good to have had time/ person to 
chase the media a few days after the press release. N has done this 
on occasions in the past.  
 

Thanks to all for help: 
Good team work. Thanks 
to D for making film.   
D happy to take on social 
media and other comms . 
Many thanks 
Nicola is still doing our 
website long distance so 
many thanks to her too!   

NHSE proposals for 
changes to primary 
legislation and  
 consultation  
 

KONP nationally submitting a response. Want rid of S75 but this 
won’t get rid of privatisation in the NHS.   
NHS short survey on legislation in the long term plan closes 25th 
April. See  https://www.engage.england.nhs.uk/survey/nhs-long-
term-plan-legislation/  
 

Health Watch also doing a survey on line which closes 3.5. 
https://healthwatchleeds.co.uk/our-work/long-term-plan-
whatwouldyoudo/  
We agreed that we should seek a discussion with Health Watch. D 
can furnish some links but John make the approach.   

G to circulate KONP 
response asap so people 
can use it to help 
complete the survey .  
 

Please consider 
completing this too.   
 
John to take lead in 
seeking a meeting with 
Health Watch Leeds.  

Feedback from NHS , LA 
mtgs etc    
Leeds Scrutiny Board 2.4   
 
West Yorks & H’gate  
Scrutiny Board 8.4   
 
 
 
 
 

Phil Corrigan retiring 
head of the Leeds CCG 
 

 
discussed adult safeguarding, CQC inspection update on Care 
Homes, and recent review of the health and social care system ( 
delayed transfers of care etc.   
The West Yorks meeting discussed access to dentistry and the  
regional cancer alliance. Jenny S asked about cancer services 
particularly Kirklees/ Calderdale patients having to go to Bradford. 
John asked re impact on cuts in smoking cessation, on cancer 
targets, Nice guidance etc . The Councillors were happy to give us a 
chance to question Prof Sean Duffy, Cancer Alliance lead.   
 

said in answer to our query that the y would like to see the 5  
wards which are being used to stop “bed blocking” on acute wards  
( and are being run by Villa Care private agency ) able to close as 
the HOME FIRST policy takes effect.  

 

Upcoming local Events  
Mark Thomas show 
April 18th Wakefield  
Royal Theatre  

 
The show is going to be filmed and Mark’s production team have 
invited us to take banners. We may get an opportunity to sing, 
maybe on the way out so are going prepared !   

 
Join us in Wakefield  We 
are taking a stall, fliers, 
banners and some tunes – 

http://www.healthcampaignstogether.com/
https://lowdownnhs.info/
https://keepournhspublic.com/news/newsletter-april-2019/
https://www.engage.england.nhs.uk/survey/nhs-long-term-plan-legislation/
https://www.engage.england.nhs.uk/survey/nhs-long-term-plan-legislation/
https://healthwatchleeds.co.uk/our-work/long-term-plan-whatwouldyoudo/
https://healthwatchleeds.co.uk/our-work/long-term-plan-whatwouldyoudo/


just in case.  
 

Privatisation  exhibition  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leeds Adults and Health 
Scrutiny Board 23.4 
 
Leeds Health and 
Wellbeing Board 25.4  
 
Leeds TUC May Day Mh 
Sat 4th May  
 
HCT Northern 
Conference  Sat. 29.6 
 
Banners Held High Sat. 
May 18th 11-5 Wakefield  
 
 

Space 2’s exhibition re 
the NHS 70th birthday  
 
 
Probable stall at Kirkstall 
Festival  13th July  

Airedale activists have arranged a showing  at Keighley library  late 
April. Agreed we should try to arrange in Leeds late June, hopefully 
with some additional boards of our own on local privatisation. As 
D/ Space “s exhibition is in Leeds Library  late June to early July, it 
would be good to explore if we can have the boards up on the 
same floor ? If not we need to research other venues. 
Unfortunately Thackray museum is about to close for renovation.     
 
1.30 Leeds Civic Hall. Item 7 is an overview of the NHS 10 year plan 
and some of its implications for Leeds  
 
25th April 10am  Venue and agenda tbc  one week before  meeting.   
https://democracy.leeds.gov.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=965     
 
The Mh assembles at 11.30am at Leeds Art Gallery.  
 
 

St. George’s Conference Centre booked and key speakers , Early 
bird flier in circulation. 
 
This is a celebration of the trade union and other socialist 
campaigns in Yorkshire. There is a parade, stalls, exhibition, talks , 
film and probably some theatre too.   
  
Charlotte brought her beautiful , textile banner to show us. It will 
be exhibited with the final, full  exhibition which opens at Leeds 
Central Library room 700 13th June – 3rd July  
 
Leeds Hospital Alert have run a stall at the Festival for many years. 
We have taken our gazebo, bunting, placards etc  but not ran the 
stall. However  LHA feel they haven’t the person power to run it 
this year and G volunteered last year that KONP would consider 
taking it on.  It clashes with the miners gala in  Durham, where HCT 
is hoping to make a good showing. However we thought we 
probably should do the Festival  as there is a large footfall and 
there are some LHA members who would still like to help.  

G and J getting together 
to take pics  
John to approach Leeds 
Library with request.  
 
 
 
 
G  and probably J going   
 
 
G going but company 
would be brill!  
 

Please help carry our  
banner and placards ! 
    
G, J & M to sort  
speakers . G  get final flier 
done for early May  
 

Assemble  11am Smyth St  
nr Westgate  station with 
our KONP banner.  
 

Need to plan events for 
NHS birthday on 5th 
and/or 6th h  
 
WE need to make final 
decision. Checking 
availability of helpers first 
would be good as it is 
quite a long day. Set up 
about 10 and take down 
4ish.   

KONP / HCT national 
events  
KONP AGM 15.6  
 

HCT Conference on  
mental health 28.9  

 
 
At the Unite offices in Moreland St. near the Angel tube. Join KONP 
 
This will also be in London   

 
More info asap  
 
 
 
      “            “  

Social Care update  A group of around 24 people continue to  meet every couple of 
months , so far in Birmingham. As the group has developed a lively  
life of its own, it is going to become a free standing organisation 
affiliated to HCT and HCT has agreed some seed funding.  MP 
Eleanor Smith is facilitating a meeting between some reps from the 
group and Labour Politicians in the House of Commons mid May.  

G attends  mtgs and will 
report back. Anyone is 
welcome to attend. Next 
mtg 2nd May 1.30-4 at 
Carrs Lane Conf Centre in 
Birmingham  

Leeds KONP future meetings  

24th April   6.30 -8pm in the Victoria pub, directly behind the Town Hall  

8th May – discussion re Labour Party policy:   Coun.  Paul Truswell is hoping to join us.  Please invite Labour 

Party members and anyone else to come along. We will be keeping business to a minimum.  

https://democracy.leeds.gov.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=965

