
LEEDS KEEP OUR NHS PUBLIC MEETING Wed 27th Feb. 2019 

 

Present: H, C, M, A, D, J, G Apologies: D ( west Leeds) 

 

Issue update/ Discussion Action 

NHS News 

 

Luton LA quits 

ICS 

Luton Council has pulled out of the Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes 

ICS over concerns it had little influence over the plans. In a letter to its 

partners, seen by HSJ, the council said “it does not wish to be considered a 

signatory to any sustainability and transformation partnership process or 

bodies”. It said the ICS governance process was “somewhat pre-determined” 

and “disempowered” local decisions. The Labour-led council also said it 

“politically opposed” the plans. The ICS leaders have since had to implement a 

new working arrangement with the council which recognises its formal 

exclusion 

 

Useful precedent to 

share with Leeds LA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See the new weekly, on 

line newsletter “ The 

Lowdown” hosted by 

the NHS Support 

Federation: 

https://lowdownnhs.info/ 

It came from discussions 

between HCT and the 

NHS Support Fed. 

 

J has put in a complaint 

to the Advertising 

Standards Authority re a 

Babylon leaflet that reads 

GET WELL SOON but 

has the SOON crossed 

out and replaced by 

NOW! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To discuss this with 

PCS in the DWP J 

may be able to raise it 

at Health & Wellbeing 

Board 28.2 
where Digital on agenda. 

Kent fights stroke 

unit centralisation 

Dawn said that Kent campaigners are fighting three stroke units being 

combined into one. 

Huge pathology 

contract in South 

East likely to go to 
a private 

Private companies are involved in all three bids for a £3bn contract for 

pathology services in London and the south east just a month after the health 

secretary committed to prevent NHS privatisation! The £3bn contract is the 

largest of its kind and could run for 20 years. See Paul Evans in “The Lowdown 

“ 22.2.19. 

Oxford campaigners have fought a losing battle for their hospital to keep 

control of its own PET scanners. ‘In Health’ competed against them and won 

the contract. 

Babylon given go 

ahead to expand to 

B’ham and Leeds 

is in its sights 

Babylon’s GP at Hand service has been given the green light to expand outside 
its west London base to Birmingham after a U turn by NHS England. GP at 
Hand had previously been blocked from subcontracting its digital service from 
Hammersmith to the Midlands on clinical safety grounds, amid concerns about 

 how patients would access screening services. NHSE saying a solution has 
 been found ( ?) Babylon patients in Birmingham would be able to see a GP at a 
 physical clinic in Birmingham or receive digital consultations through GP at 
 Hand’s smartphoneapp—but they would all be registered with the 
 Hammersmith practice, and the money attached to them flows there .Richard 
 Vautrey, chair of the BMA’s GP Committee said “We are incredibly 
 disappointed with this decision, which is not only premature but flies in the 
 face of place based care delivered by practices embedded in local 
 communities, which the recent changes in the GP contract are committed to 
 deliver.” said “It is wholly inappropriate to allow this service’s expansion with 
 no assurances over its safety and effectiveness” 

Leeds setting up a 

team in DWP to 

get direct digital 

access to patient’s 

health records to 

assist in assessing 

claims for benefits 

The Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) is in the process of creating a 

system to more quickly access people’s health data to help them to determine 

how much welfare support they are entitled to ( see Mary Bulman in the 

Independent 26.2.19) GPs and charities said the plans resemble the 

controversial data-sharing scheme between the Home Office and the NHS, 

which prompted outrage after it emerged some immigrants were subsequently 

afraid to access healthcare, ultimately forcing the government to end the policy. 

Feedback on 

recent Events 

Response to J’s 

FOI on migrant 

charges 

 

J has had a partial response to his FOI re migrant charges. Since April 2015 

LTHT have charged 1,297 patients and since August 16 they have referred 13 

people to the Home Office who have debts of over £5,000. He asked lots more 

but they say it would be too expensive to retrieve the info. Charging is not cost 
effective. It is about creating a hostile environment, deters people accessing the 

NHS, carries public health risk and ensures systems are in place to extend 

charging to all. 

J pursuing answers and 

will cover charging 

migrants in his speech to 

the rally on 30.3. 

We need to be clear re 

rules for different groups 

and could use our stall on 

Int. Anti- Racism Day, 

16th March to push “ 
Health care for ALL” . 



Public mtg in 

Wakefield with J 

Lister re PFI 
 

Leeds KONP 

stalls 

 

Talk to Yorks 

PCS Retired 
Members AGM 
on 25.2 

J Lister talked about his latest book on PFI which uses Pinderfields as a case 

study. He also talked re Wholly Owned Subsidiaries. 

 
 

We have had good stalls and response in Headingly on16th and town on 23rd 

Feb both with live music which makes quite a difference, Thanks to all who 

gave out postcards and Rob and J on the melodeons. 

J and G gave a joint talk. PCS very supportive of the march and Dave 

Vincent who runs the Samba Band was there ! G made some flags /mock tea 

towels with key facts on to hang on a washing line as visual aid. 

Hope these will have re-use value. 

You can get J’s book 

“Unhealthy Profits: PFI 
in the NHS – Its real 
costs & consequences” 

for £9.99 

NEXT stalls in town 2.3 

and 16.3, 11am 

Commercial St. 

Forthcoming 
Events 

  

Health and Well- 

being Board 28.2 

 J going and will ask one 
or more questions. 

HCT Social care 

group mtg 28.2 

 
This will be the second meeting in Birmingham since the Conference on 17.11. 

G attending this bi- 

monthly Soc. Care Mtg 

Leeds Summat 9th 

March KONP 

workshop with 

Space 2: 15.50 – 

17.10 at Notre 

Dame College 

 
KONP Steering 

Group 9th March 

 
D and G met today to discuss the KONP workshop. Aiming to show the 

Kirkstall museum protest film made with KONP and maybe use the “washing 

line”. Also do placards, make up some chants and maybe learn a few protest 

songs. Space 2 also hoping to collect some stories re the NHS.See programme 

at https://leedsforchange.org.uk/event/summat-gathering-2019-save-the-date/ 

 
 

at Swarthmore Centre 11.30-4. 

Dawn leading on the 

workshop. G to supply 

materials and hopes to 

join in. .Come along , 

join in and help! 

 
J organising the SG. 

G sorting lunch. 

KONP members 

welcome as observers. 

probably 28.3 

Med students 

meeting,Leeds Uni 

M G met some med students at Leeds Uni and put them in touch with J. They are 

interested in meeting and maybe showing the Furze film before discussion. 

People who had seen the Furze film had varied views. 

J and M liaising with the 

students re a possible 

seminar/ wkshop 

Yorkshire HCT   

Please take cards for 

work, family friends, TU, 

political mtgs, GP 

surgeries etc and keep 

sharing and tweeting 

Stewarding need to 

organise at next mtg. 

 

Please ask for donations 

people and banners from 

your TU branch, 

G liaising with M F re 

Paula S and will approach 

a local MP if NA. 

Dawn&Emma running it 

G to come up with plan 

 

 
G, J and M Forster vice 

chair of HCTto meet to 

draft programme. 

March for the 

NHS : Sat 30.3 
from 11.30 

Publicity : 10,000 postcards going down fast. G has ordered another 5,000. 

Given out at St. James and LGI,Unison and GMB, Pinderfields Unison and 

West Yorks campaign groups. Dawn has set up an events page. Thanks D! 

 Police have had arguments with LA re responsibility but have guaranteed to 

police the demo. Needs to be a bit more wary than usual because of poss Brexit 

 Funding : Unite LTHT have promised funds. Also GMB, Unison Pinderfields. 

A chasing his TU branch and G Leeds TUC & Leeds Unison . 

 Speakers for rally: Jane Aitchsion PCS, ex Leeds TUC chair and PPC for 

Pudsey LP has agreed to speak. Also Adrian O’Malley, chair Pinderfields 

Unison and J Puntis for KONP and Doctors for the NHS. M Forster is trying 

to get a definite reply from Paula Sheriff, shadow Minister for mental health 

and MP for Dewsbury. M will chair rally. 

 KONP stall/HQ in Victoria Gardens 

 Day after the march : proposing a Sunday walk and meal 

Next Yorks HCT 

network mtg 12.4 

Unsion have no space for the mtg. so moving time to 2.30 – 4.30 and venue to 
Mill Hill chapel City Square just opposite the railway station 

Northern HCT 

Health & Social 

Care Conf. 29.6 

G has put St. George’s Centre on hold but no objections to date. Need to 

start drafting a programme in discussion with al Yorks HCT. Will also float 

ideas at Leeds KONP 



Leeds KONP also 

going to : 

Tuesday 2nd April 

7.30 pm Café 

Economique 

 

 
 

Jane Lethbridge from University of Greenwich speaking on privatisation of the 

NHS at Seven Arts Centre in Chapel Allerton, 31a Harrogate Road, LS73PD 

KONP will have a stall. Costs £4 I think 

 

J and G to get new 

materials incl. some 

books for the stall 

Please come and join the 

discussion 

Thursday April 

18th Mark 

Thomas NHS 

show Wakefield. 

with KONP stall 

Mark’s team is helping us get a KONP stall in the foyer.In discussion after the 

meeting they advised that the show will be filmed and they would welcome 

having banners inside the theatre. They are also keen that we pass the word 

round and they get a full house ! 

Please think about 

coming . Flier attached 

G will take stall and 

banners. We may even 
have a singalong! 

Sat 4th May Leeds 

TUC May Day 

March midday ? 

 

we will be taking the KONP banner Look for the KONP 

banner and join us on the 

May Day march. 

Sat 15th June 

National KONP 

AGM 

 

in London – more details later. To attend you need to be a paid up member of 

national KONP. Join at https://keepournhspublic.com/ 

 

Other events   

NHScampaigning 

film Groundswell 

being shown in 

Kirklees just after 

the demo 

Monday  April 1st:  7 – 9pm Dewsbury Town Hall, WF12 8DG. 

Tuesday, April 2nd 7pm:  Jo Cox House, 3Branch Road, Batley. 

Wed. April 3rd 7pm Huddersfield Methodist Mission, 3-13 Lord Street, HD1 

1QA. 

 

Women’s Day 

strike & rally Fri 

8.3 at 12 Briggate 

 
G saying a few words at 

the rally re women and 

the NHS and Social care 

 

 

NEXT MEETING : WED March 13th 6.30pm Victoria Hotel, behind Town Hall 

NB please note prayer motion from Corbyn, Ashworth et al trying ting to stop Integrated Care legislation being 

sneaked through and ask your MP to support - http://bit.ly/MPPrayerMotion 

http://bit.ly/MPPrayerMotion

