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Dear Gilda and John, 
 
Thank you for your letter regarding the future of our NHS.  I understand that the 
same letter has been sent to a number of my colleagues, some of whom have asked 
me as the Executive Member for Health & Wellbeing, to look into the points raised 
and respond on their behalf. 
 
I am sure that I speak for all my Labour colleagues in Leeds when I say that as 
members of the party which founded the National Health Service we are proud of its 
achievements and hold true to its founding values and principles. 
 
As you will be aware, Shadow Health Secretary Rt Hon Andy Burnham MP set out 
Labour’s vision for the NHS in a ‘Whole Person Care’ speech he made to the King’s 
Fund last year, which included an over-riding commitment to upholding the core 
values of the NHS and preserving its role as a public institution.  He also pledged 
Labour’s commitment to building services around the needs of patients and 
consulting them about the changes they would like to see going forward.  
 
The world we now live in has many fresh challenges for health and social care 
services, the number of people living much longer with long term conditions being 
one such challenge, and one which is arguably a sign of the success of our NHS in 
enabling people to live longer lives with such conditions than was possible in the 
past.   
 
There are a few elements of the Health and Social Care Act 2012 which I welcome.  
Primarily the transfer of Public Health to local authorities, which have powers to 
influence and improve many public health outcomes and the wider determinants of 
health through e.g. planning, highways, licensing, housing, children’s services and 
adult social care, leisure and parks policies.  In Leeds we are proud to have used our 
new Public Health role to introduce a Leeds Let’s Get Active scheme to encourage 
people to improve their health and wellbeing through taking up physical activity. We 

 Councillor Lisa Mulherin, 
Executive Member for Health & 
Wellbeing  
Civic Hall 
Leeds  
LS1 1UR 
 

Gilda Peterson & Dr John Puntis 
Leeds Keep our NHS Public 
Via email to leedskonp@yahoo.co.uk  Contact  

Civic Tel 0113 395 1411 
Civic Fax 0113 247 4046 
Home Tel 0113 294 5627 

 lisa.mulherin@leeds.gov.uk 
Your ref  
Our ref LM/KONP 
Date 21st May 2014 



www.leeds.gov.uk switchboard : 0113 234 8080 

have invested in our Children’s Centres and infant mental health programmes to 
ensure every child in the city can get the best start in life.  We have worked with adult 
social care to improve nutritional support for older people in our care and those who 
are supported through our neighbourhood networks, luncheon clubs etc.   
 
However, the damage done by fragmenting the commissioning of other elements of 
our National Health Service, with responsibilities for all areas of work still not clear a 
year into biggest top-down reorganisation the NHS has ever experienced and the 
cuts that have been made to health budgets particularly in the North of England is 
considerable.   
 
That is why I and my colleagues support the Labour Party policy of repealing the 
Health and Social Care Act 2012, and re-establishing the Secretary of State’s 
statutory duty to provide and secure a comprehensive health service. 
 
As we have seen in our region through the scrutiny of the Safe & Sustainable 
Children’s Congenital Cardiac Surgery Review alone, NHS England does not 
consider itself a publically accountable body.  It is essential that our National Health 
Service leaders are accountable, and that decision-making at all levels is open and 
transparent to restore confidence in our NHS, with overall accountability transferred 
back to the Secretary of State for Health.  Rt Hon Ed Miliband MP has commented 
that change in the NHS “works best where it strengthens accountability and makes 
the NHS answerable to patients” and that accountability “should be central to any 
strategy for change in the future”. 
 
As the party who created the NHS 66 years ago, Labour are committed to securing 
its future, maintaining its core values and organising the best possible service around 
the needs of the patient. In Leeds too, we are committed to the greater integration of 
health and social care services, wrapping them around the needs of people, not 
organisations, not to cut costs, but because we believe that greater integration will 
lead to a better experience of services and better outcomes for patients and the 
public.   
 
Labour Leader, Ed Miliband has pledged to remove the infrastructure which imposes 
competition on NHS – infrastructure that is under threat from EU competition law - 
which will save around £78m. Ed Miliband and Shadow Secretary of State, Andy 
Burnham, have both publically committed to excluding the NHS from the 
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership.  
 
The Labour Party nationally has stated that service choice is an essential element of 
a patient-led service, with the private and voluntary sectors being able to provide 
flexibility in individual cases. The proposed system under Labour would be for non-
NHS services to be delivered by an NHS Preferred Provider as opposed to Any 
Qualified Provider.  NHS Preferred Providers will work on a not-for-profit basis.  The 
Labour Party view is that free-market health care where private companies compete 
for contracts is not financially beneficial and will further fragment the system at a time 
when we are moving towards greater integration.  
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In line with the work that is taking place in Leeds, the Labour Party nationally are 
exploring the potential of a ‘One Service, One Budget’ approach, or ‘Whole System 
Care’ as it is referred to by Andy Burnham.  The vision is for a fully integrated health 
and social care service, providing for the physical, mental and social needs of all 
patients.  In Leeds, we have a good relationship with the provider trusts and are 
currently reviewing their role and whether they should sit on the Health and 
Wellbeing Board in the new municipal year.   As you will be aware the Third Sector is 
already represented on our Health and Wellbeing Board. 
 
The Private Finance Initiative introduced by the previous Labour government enabled 
an immense backlog of work to be carried out to replace and modernise crumbling 
NHS hospitals neglected for many years by the Thatcher and Major governments.  
However, the repayments for some of these schemes are now quite crippling.  In 
some cases these repayments have been written off, but here in Leeds they are 
having a significant impact on the budget of Leeds Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust.  
Clearly a decision to abolish the Private Finance Initiative is a matter for the party 
nationally, but at the very least I would argue that we need a level playing field if 
services for people here in Leeds are not to suffer.  
 
In Leeds we have built up good relationships with the NHS trusts and we will 
scrutinise any proposals to sell off NHS assets to ensure that they are in the best 
interests of patients and service provision.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Councillor Lisa Mulherin 
Executive Member for Health & Wellbeing 
 


