
LEEDS KEEP OUR NHS PUBLIC MEETING 27.1.14

Present: M, N, M, M, J, G      Apologies: H, N, J 

Issue Update/ Discussion Action

Social M  established that Wharf Chambers a 
possibility on March 7th but not sure this suitable 
for the audience we might attract. . G has 
established Sat 1st march available at Heart in 
Headingly  but we would have to be out  by 
11pm. Inkwel in Chapel All available on Sunday 
2nd but smaller. A few  players from Bassa Bassa 
interested in getting together a group to play. 

G to reserve Heart Sat 1st March, 
establish if Bassa Bassa can put 
together a combo and confirm 
booking if they can. 
J and H up for doing a tune/ song 
and we can ask others once we are 
confident of venue and main music. 
If confirmed we need to advertise 
the social jointly with demo on 8th. 
 

Demo March 8th 

at Lib Dem 
Conference in 
York.
Assemble 11am 
at Eye of 
York( Clifford 
Tower) 

March starts 
11.30. Rally 
later at Clifford 
Tower .

SEE latest info 
below 

Regional TUC have leaflet out on  e mail. This 
has should have gone round the TU network in 
Yorkshire.  Can order more copies. It is a bit 
insipid and Defend NHS doesn’t stand out.
Agreed we order some Regional TUC leaflets 
but also produce our own.
Also make sure that we have a clear muster 
point for the NHS contingents.

Arrange a placard making session and consider 
running up some mock scrubs and / or wearing 
some vintage  nursing costumes to try to make 
the Defend Our NHS message stand out.

There are also plans to organise welcoming 
banners for the Lib Dems on Friday.  

We had some discussion about whether it is 
worth organising transport from Leeds. It seems 
useful to get people over there in a group but 
suspect there will be less enthusiasm about 
returning at a set time. A friend of M’s would be 
up for driving a minibus if this useful. 
Alternatively could organise car shares.  

Everyone to pass on the demo 
info/poster to theirTU,  campaign/ 
political groups and personal 
networks. M trying to catch People’s 
Assembly meeting later.
 G to forward to Medsin.  

G to order some TUC leaflets 
(up to 1,000)  and make sure we 
have some little fliers for the 
Headingly KONP stall this Saturday 
1st Feb 
G offered to help – will send some 
copy to G. 

Fix date for placard making – 
possibly Tuesday 4th March at 11 
Regina Drive – to be confirmed at 
next KONP meeting on 9th Feb. 
N might attend the next York Defend 
Our NHS meeting. G to check next 
Regional TUC planning meeting as 
we might want to attend.  

N? Check if Leeds Trades Council 
is up for organising transport and 
discuss at next mtg. 

G to order lots of KONP badges. 

Hustings type 
meeting with 
politicians. 

Leeds Hospital Alert are interested in making 
this a joint venture, which would be good.
Agreed to set a tentative date of Friday May 9th 

as this is a few weeks before local and Euro 
elections ( 22nd May) It may be that it is too close 
to the elections but people felt it was better to 
have an initial date in mind and amend rather 
than sound out different people with no anchor 
date.  

N to sound out the National Health 
Action Party and Greg Mulholland. 

G to liaise with B from Hospital Alert 
and possibly sound out Hilary Benn. 
Could also ask Fabian and Alex 
Sobel and/ or Neil Walshaw ( might 
catch them at the LP social on 31st 

Feb. ) 
Need to identify a Tory prepared to 
speak. ( someone had suggested 
Alec Shelbrooke?)  

Info leaflet/ 
postcard /  for 

National KONP have offered to print Oxford 
KONP’s little A6 myth busting brochure which 

G to enquire re national interest and 
therefore projected cost when she 



widespread use 
including GP 
surgeries, 
clinics etc. 

has about 8 pages. The copy is good and the 
graphics striking.  They estimate cost at 40p but 
this would reduce if they get lots of demand. 

We agreed that at approx 20p it would be well 
worth buying quite a few.  Leeds Hospital Alert 
are also interested in using it at Kirkstall festival. 

attends the Steering Group on Feb. 
12th then liaise with HA. If projected 
cost can be lowered to nearer 20p, 
maybe we could order  1,000 
between LHA and KONP. 

Alternatively we could look at 
adapting the core copy ie. the myth-
busting theme  to make a much 
shorter flier or even postcard of our 
own. 

Stalls  Please support if you can !. Saturday 1st Feb 1-2.30pm at the 
Arndale centre in Headingly -  near 
Sainsbury’s / Costa Coffee 

Sat 15th Feb 1-2.30pm outside 
Virgin in Commercial Street. 

Care Data 
 ( sharing 
patient records) 

Letters are already being delivered to homes 
notifying people of the opt out ( not opt in) option 
re sharing personal NHS data  not just with 
research orgs but also private companies, 
insurance firms et al. 

J or G to circulate KONP 
guidance as soon as it is 
produced ( next week we hope) 

We will discuss what we can do 
at the next meeting on 6th Feb.

  
NEXT EVENT :               Stall Sat. 1st Feb 1-2.30 at Headingly Arndale Centre ( near Sainsbury’s/ Costa)  

NEXT  MEETINGS :       Thursday 6th Feb 7.30pm in The George 
                                       Thursday 20th Feb 7.30pm in The George. 
PROBABLE SOCIAL    Saturday 1st March in Heart , Headingly ...........to be confirmed 

PLACARD MAKING      Possibly Tuesday 4th March but could be at a weekend if suits better – tbc on 9.2.

UPDATE RE DEMO 

Sorry I missed some notes from Gwen re the TUC’s planning meeting  on 20th Jan. 

The precise muster point is the Eye of York opposite Clifford’s Tower. Gwen thinks the route of the march will  
be from the Eye down Petergate, Davygate, Parliament Street, onto pavement towards Walmgate, to St  
Denys Road, left onto Piccadilly past Barbican to Walmgate Bar, turn into Coney Street and back to the Eye 
of York but will clarify.  Some Lib Dem delegates have indicated that they are prepared to come out and speak 
with protesters in front of the Barbican.

It seems the TUC are expecting the march to last until about 2pm.  As 8.3 is International Women’s day, they 
are aiming for an all female panel of speakers. Suggestions so far include  Frances Grady TUC, Mary 
Creagh, Andy Fox TSSA, Liz Kitchen (Leeds Bedroom Tax) , Megan Ollerhead (?) student and Gwen 
Vardigans, York Defend our NHS .It is hoped to have an open mike session during the late afternoon and it  
was suggested that local poets and entertainers be invited to be involved at the Rally. Plans are also taking 
shape for a fringe event at Priory Street Community Centre  late afternoon or early evening  ( 16.00 to 
17.00 ?) 

The walls opposite the Barbican will not be shut off so banners with slogans can be draped over the walls  
(though it is accepted that the press may also occupy this area).

On Sunday 9th at midday when Nick Clegg is expected to rally his party faithful there are plans for a ‘Noise 
Flash Mob” with pots pans drums etc . 
 


