
KEEP OUR NHS PUBLIC MEETING 21.11.13

ISSUE UPDATE/DISCUSSION ACTION NEEDED 

NHS  NEWS J reported that 
• NHS in talks with private providers re taking 

over or merging with the 19 Commissioning 
Support Units. These currently subsidised by the 
NHS and employ  9,000 staff , many of whom 
from previous PCTs but from 2016 they are 
expected to either form independent companies 
or form joint ventures with public or private 
companies  

• Simon Stevens, new head of NHS England and 
not only ex Head of US Health Insurance firm 
but recently said that "national pay bargaining 
may have led to more than 3,000 deaths in the 
last decade ! Good rebuttal by John in the BMJ.

• Hunt’s appeal over the Lewisham decision 
thrown out but a clause in the Care Bill will 
block the loophole. Need to urge MPs to 
oppose. 

• The excellent report from Sally Ruane, Colin 
Leys et al from the Centre for Health and the 
Public  Interest concludes that the introduction 
of social care markets in England over the last 
two decades shows that competition has driven 
costs down, with a significant impact on quality. 
It has led to the casualisation and de-
professionalization of the workforce and has left 
care users and their families vulnerable to a 
major provider collapse. They suggest that the 
NHS is susceptible to similar outcomes and 
unintended consequences as the market in NHS-
funded care grows.

• There is an earlier CHPI report from David 
Hunter which notes  Gavin Mooney wrote that 
“neoliberalism kills” and advocated a new 
political economy of health which could 
challenge and arrest  the increasing 
commodification of health care and revive the 
idea of health care systems as social institutions. 
He says that what is urgently required is a 
social and political movement to articulate, and 
give voice to, such a vision backed up by robust 
evidence 

• Plans to reconfigure London involve a reduction 
from 9 to 5 A&Es.

• Boots are now advertising  private health 
insurance! 

M will help to put people in KONP on the 
NHS Activix list. 



RECENT 
EVENTS 

Sally Ruane Public 
meeting. 

A little disappointed with turn out ( max 60) but 
good talk. N and D recorded it and have sent the 
recording to Sally to check before putting on u tube. 
J thought that we might explore using something 
like Leicester’s Campaign Against NHs 
Privatisation Charter. 

Explore the possibility of suing a version of 
Leicester’s Charter For the NHS. 

D and N to post Sally’s talk on U tube.  

People’s Assembly 
Against Austerity 
Conference. 

Also small but organisation wilted a little. H thought 
the atmosphere was very positive and unsectarian. 
The PA are  promoting another action on Sat. 7th Dec 
re zero hours contracts and  open meeting 9.12 on 
employment issues. 
Next PA meeting in Broadcasting Place 6.15 on Nov 
26th to plan for 7th and discuss national PA statement 
for next national PA Conf. in Feb.  

At PA meeting on 18.11. M and G agreed to 
monitor developments and campaigning re 
the NHS and feed in to the PA. 

 Health Watch 
Public Involvement 
Session. 7.11

N and G attended. Useful to meet people. Lots of 
good intentions; not sure where it is going.  Linn 
Phipps, chair of Health Watch is on the health and 
Wellbeing Board and spoke up at the last meeting.  

Leeds Hospital 
Alert Meeting 12.11

J and N attended. Philomena Corrigan, chair of 
Leeds West CCG attended.  N felt that she was less 
than enthused about the changes. J said when he 
asked if the CCG would commit to using NHS 
providers if at all possible, she said this wasn’t 
possible as it would cut across the commitment to 
patient choice. 

Protest Against the 
Health Allocation 
formula organised 
by the Labour Party 
15.11

J and G took the banner down with a colleague of 
John’s from LGI. Ed Balls and Yvette Cooper spoke. 
Deadline for the review of the proposed formula is 
mid December. So far there is no indication of 
budging from the switch in weighting from 
deprivation to old age, which means the north will 
lose out to the south. Leeds estimated loss is £84m. 
 

 Leeds Health and 
Wellbeing Board 
20.11

Issues raised re mental health services satisfaction 
declining, variance between GPs in service 
provided, Hospital Trust due for massive inspection 
in the New Year. Leeds has been accepted as an 
Integrated Health and Social Care Pioneer. It’s the 
only big city in the programme but there is no new 
money and 2 year plans are supposed to be signed 
off in Feb. The Head of Adult Social Care said that 
this haste knocks talk of co-design and co-
production with service users into touch. Also 
difficult to see the Hospitals giving up their 
resources to fund community care to try to reduce 
hospital admission when hospitals are short of beds 
and there is looming crisis in A&E capacity. In the 
jargon it is called having ambitious plans to deliver 
“within the reducing resource envelope”, which is 
also what the NHS Call for Action is about ( see 
below)
The Leeds Health budget situation remains dire 
quite apart from the potential loss from  the change 
in the NHS Allocation funding. 



 ( Eve Post carried front page headline on 22.11 “ 
Warning on £250m Health Cash Gap) 

7. Medsin 
( Medical and 
nursing students et 
al) National 
Conference in 
Leeds 16/17th Nov

N and G did a lunchtime stall and attended a 
question and answer session with Clive Peedell on 
the platform.  Made some useful links. Impressed 
that students seem to be getting on board re the fight 
against privatisation. 

KONP national 
Steering Group 
meeting 13.11 
( G attended) 

Introductory Guide to campaigning and guide to 
challenging Clinical Commissioning groups now 
circulated. J has passed on to the Health Activix 
network in Leeds. 
The Steering Group  meeting discussed  

• the People’s Inquiry into the NHS in 
London

• responding to the BBC’s consultation and 
challenging their refusal to disclose the 
number of complaints they have had re their 
poor  coverage of the NHS.

• The KONP Transatlantic Trade Investment 
Partnership working group are meeting with 
John Healy who has set up an all party, 
backbench parliamentary TTIP group to 
pursue trying to get health services 
exempted from any treaty agreed. 

• KONP to work on a new national leaflet 
based on copy from Jacky Davis based on 
her SOS  NHS book. 

• KONP also producing a Xmas card. The 
design has Jeremy Hunt parcelling up pics 
of the NHS for his friends. 

• There will be a special meeting of the 
Steering Group on Sat Jan 11th in London to 
discuss strategy. KONP requesting one per 
group. G can’t go. 

See the documents on the national Keep 
Our NHS Public website. 

Check BBC Trust: news and Current Affairs 
site to complete the questionnaire on line or 
print and send. Deadline 13.12

York Defend Our NHS have had some 
replies to their letter to Yorks MEPs including 
a largely  pro NHS response from Andrew 
Brons BNP!  They are exploring a possible 
lobby at the European Parliament  in Brussels. 
Sue Richards, KONP chair is going to ask 
Unite if they might support it.

Please check out national website for the 
Xmas card design and let G know how 
many to pre-order. 

Anyone interested in representing Leeds 
KONP at the Strategy discussion In 
London on 11th ( 10.30-4) ?

FUTURE 
ACTION 

Medsin National 
Day of Action 
30th Nov.
stunt and KONP 
stall 

Leeds Med students are  planning a stunt in town. 
Leeds KONP to support by running stall at 
overlapping time  and giving out their flier. 

Please help with  KONP stall outside Virgin 
in Commercial St. on Sat 30th from 10.45am 

G will make a new stall  banner “ Stop 
privatisation :  Save Our NHS”



Demonstration  at 
the Lib Dem 
Conference in 
York , probably 
Sat 8th March. 

G reported that regional TUC do seem to have set up 
an organising group and has asked for the regional 
campaign  groups to be involved. 

G to chase up the TUC/ Unison Health. 

Spreading our 
reach, particularly 
to staff in the 
health Service.    

B in Clinical Psychology ( and Unite) feels that 
there is still very little awareness of what is 
happening within the NHS and M thought it is not 
dissimilar in nursing while  J said they still get only 
a handful of members to the Unite Teaching 
Hospitals Branch. Band Together for the NHS is 
rooted in the union but only in Unison and seems to 
be almost entirely full time officers. Agreed we need 
to explore how to make more inroads and talk to the 
other campaign groups.  Maybe a charter leaflet 
would help. Maybe special TU meetings with a 
speaker.  Working together with the TUS re a demo 
in York could be a big help in building links.  Maybe 
a joint stunt with Labour like the pre Act candlelit 
vigil  would help although J said if it is after the 
German market it is likely to be very quiet.  

We have previously agreed to try to put a leaflet into 
GP surgeries and other health venues which also 
says what people can do to try to save the NHS.  G 
has redrafted most of the patients 4 NHS leaflet but 
it probably far too long. Maybe we need the strategy 
discussion first to clarify what is needed for 
different audiences and where we decide to focus. It 
would also be useful to see what national KONP put 
together. and key thrust.
 

B considering organising a Unite meeting at 
her workplace. Maybe could use Tash 
Gordon’s presentation to St. Martin’s or 
ask J to give his. Suggest we make 
broadening our campaign and linking up 
with TUs, Labour et al a key topic at the 
next mtg & try for the downstairs room in 
The George and/or a special session.   

Meanwhile G to draft a punchy leaflet with 
info re what is being privatised and what 
can be done  for the next Stall. 

NHS Call For 
Action
“The NHS Belongs 
to the People “ !!

Drop in sessions have been organised by the 3 
CCG’s jointly on Wed 27th Nov. at the City Museum 
between 10.30-12 and 1.30- 3.30. 

Just drop in if available on 27th or complete 
the survey on line at 
www.surveymonkey.com/s/leedscalltoaction
Agreed we consider a Leeds KONP 
response 

Regional Strategy 
Meeting Thursday 
Jan 16th 

York Defend Our NHS have booked venue Come to the Regional Meeting on  16th Jan 
in the Golden Ball Pub,  
2 Cromwell Rd. York, 

Communications N is continuing to do develop our Leeds KONP 
website, setting up a blog and developing our 
twitter. We now have 103 followers including some 
councillors and she is building up a picture of the 
network of sites that might link us to. N, M and D 
continuing to keep the facebook live. 
N is happy to run a session helping us all get skilled 
up re using the website, blog, twitter et c 

If interested in an evening or weekend 2 
hour workshop with N, please let G know.  
Meanwhile e mail any info to N for 
tweeting. 

Correspondence Kate from No Borders has requested that someone 
from KONP  make a brief contribution to a meeting 
on the Immigration Bill  on Mon 2nd ( subsequently 
changed to Mon 9th ) 

J will try to do it. G to supply some 
relevant info re the Bill. 

NEXT LEEDS KEEP OUR NHS PUBLIC MEETING : THURSDAY DEC 5th 7.30 -9pm on The GEORGE PUB, 
GREAT GEORGE STREET, next to the LGI. ( we could be downstairs rather than in the bar )

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/leedscalltoaction

