
RECORD OF LEEDS KONP MEETING 9.1.14

Present:   M, N, J , G and a welcome visitor from the twittersphere 
Apols H, J

Issue Info / discussion Action

News The wards at St. James are short of nurses. This not 
helped by the fact that no direct cover is provided for 
staff on maternity leave.

J noted issues re 111 continue. The DOH now saying 
that they want people using 111 service to have the right 
to see a GP which isn’t realistic. 

Leeds North CCG say 111 in Leeds is working relatively 
well despite national concerns.  

March/ rally on 8th 

March at the Lib 
Dem Conference in 
York ( in the 
Barbican) 

Regional TUC have now confirmed that they are about 
to finalise a route for the march and an all women 
platform of speakers as it is International Women’s Day. 
Their thoughts so far are to have 5 different, colour 
coded themes with demonstrators encouraged to use the 
relevant colour for placards and clothes  to create a 
strong visual spectacle. The suggested themes are:

• Jobs and pay (blue)
• Tax justice (green)
• Industrial growth (black)
• Health & social security (red)
• Young people and the future (yellow)

( maybe we need to argue for the NHS and welfare being 
separate themes ?? ) 
A rep from the TUC is expected to attend the York 
Defend Our NHS meeting tonight and Neil Foster, 
regional TUC policy and campaigns officer  has agreed 
to come along to our Regional meeting next week. We 
are also invited to join the regional planning group. 
  

We need to start putting the date 
around our trade unions, Trades 
Council, political orgs et al and 
press the regional TUC to produce 
publicity as soon as the route is 
finalised.

We will probably want to do our 
own leaflets as well.  

At our regional meeting we will 
look at how we can build an 
impressive NHS contingent both 
in nos.  and impact. 

Regional Strategy 
Meeting in York next 
Thursday 16th Feb 7-
9pm at Friends 
Meeting House, 
Friargate 

The March 8th demo will be a major topic.
We also agreed to consider what we can and should be 
doing re the  TTIP ( Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership )  Both York and N for Leeds have written to 
our Euro MPs. 
York suggested that we consider going to Brussels to 
lobby our MEPS and make a protest. 
G has canvassed Linda Kaucher’s opinion as she is very 
involved in the STOP TTIP campaign. She suggested 
that  raising awareness here was more important and 
offered to address a public meeting in Leeds/ Yorkshire. 

We agreed to explore having a 
meeting on the  significance of the 
Transatlantic Treaty Agreement for 
the NHS , particularly making it 
nigh impossible to reverse 
privatisation. 



Organising a social/ 
fund raising gig 

We agreed to  do this on the spur of the moment before 
Xmas. Some people keen on Burns Night ( 25/1) . G. 
checked Headingly Club was available but time scale for 
organising too short and neither J nor H, two of our 
musicians are available. 
 
Agreed it would be good to have a gig before the demo 
march on 8.3 and use it to publicise the 8th and 
encourage people to come along. The aim would be to 
try to raise some funds but also network and draw more 
people in to activity. We agreed that one evening 
between Thursday 26th Feb and Sunday 2nd March would 
be ideal although this is also quite a tight timescale. 

M offered to check if Wharf 
Chambers has any space on those 
4 nights and let G know. 

If Wharf NA, G will check out The 
Wellington in town &Headingly 
Club.
Our visitor offered to explore 
some links for music and comedy 
and let N know of possibilities.
G will check out jazz. 

N is planning to go to  NW 
Labour’s cabaret night in Otley 
on .Jan 31st  and will explore  if 
we could adopt any of the acts.  
 

Pre- Election 
Meeting with MPs et 
al re where they 
stand on the NHS. 

We thought it would be good to have this late April, 
early May ie. after the demo on 8.3, but before the  local 
and euro elections on 22nd May. 

We agreed that possible people to sound out might be 
Hilary Benn/ Ed Balls/ Fabian Hamilton for Labour. 
Stuart Andrew and Alec Shelbrooke were suggested for 
the Conservatives and Greg Mulholland for the Lib 
Dems. Also invite Greens and National Health Action 
Party.  

N is planning to see  Greg 
Mulholland, her Lib Dem MP and 
will try to ask him if he would 
participate. 

Need to agree some possible dates 
then check out venues and 
sounding people out. ( a Friday is 
probably good- maybe 9th or 16th 

May ? 

North CCG meeting G attended a patient consultation meeting on 
commissioning. National planning guidelines were 
issued by the Govt.  on 20.12 and the CCGs’  plans for 
the next 2 years have to be signed off by the Health and 
Wellbeing Board on 29th Jan. !! The new guidelines 
require the CCGs to 

  pay into a Better Care Fund to assist 
transformation to joint working between Health and 
Social Care.  
 give £5 per head to GP practices to support 
people with long term conditions.
 reduce unplanned hospital admissions by 15% 

North CCG are putting together plans on urgent care and 
dementia and consulting re a set of minor projects ( 2% 
of their budget)  4 of these projects enhanced the role of 
pharmacists. Though there may be scope for increased 
role of pharmacists we need to be wary re cheaper 
alternative to GPs and widening scope for private firms 
to profit from NHS . J noted that War on Want exposed 
Boots’   tax evasion.

NB The CCG say the Govt. hasn’t given them a quota of 
services that must be privatised. Re Virgin, one Board 
member said he believes they have just two Virgin 
practices, Shaftesbury and Hilton Road.   

We still need to try to set up 
regular discussions between 
activists  involved with all 3 CCGs 
to share info and co-ordinate 
challenges.  

G  continuing to  attend Health and 
Wellbeing Board and Health 
Scrutiny Mtgs..

N is trying to make inroads with 
West CCG.  

Stalls See agreed dates below



Communications N is going to create a live room / virtual meeting  at the 
Regional Meeting if all agree.   
She has also talked to Katie Baldwin of Eve Post re a 
possible  meeting.  It was suggested that we could ask 
for a guest column. Agreed we need to be  quick off the 
mark responding to articles and letters. We recently 
missed the chance to come back on KPMG’s role in the 
Hospital Trust. 

J noted that at the LTHT, the New Director has had a big 
response to his request for people to send comments 
through the web based “Way finder” system. This 
positive in many ways but individualised – could 
undermine efforts to build more collective responses 
through the trade union. This week’s Unite mtg. at the 
Trust was tiny. 
. 
JP of Hospital Alert has put a couple of good  pieces in 
North Leeds Life 
M is doing a Masters on Public Health and may be able 
to condense some of her material for an article. 

G to monitor the Eve Post and put 
out an alert when there is a piece 
needing a response. The Health 
and Wellbeing Board and Scrutiny 
often get  coverage so good to be 
ready to follow up on those. 

Need to think pro-actively re what 
to offer  Katie and other 
publications. 

Transport assistance N has made contact with “D”  who is prepared to drive a 
minibus for Defend NHS events which could be very 
useful for the York demo etc.

National Strategy 
Meeting of KONP 
Steering Group 

This is in London on 11th Jan 
N is representing our group and 
will report back. 

Other events Sorry - forgot to  mention Band Together for the NHS 
meeting on Monday Jan 27th at   5.30 at Unison  Health 
offices, Wade lane. A key item on the agenda will be 
planning for a Conference on the NHS on 24th May.  

 
DATES FOR THE DIARY   

Thursday Jan 16th 7-9pm in the Penn Room, Friends Meeting House, Friargate York.
 

Mon.  27th Jan. Band Together for the NHS meeting, Unison Health office, Wade Lane 5.30 followed by 

                            Leeds KONP short working meeting  6.30 in The George. ( please note change of day!)  
                                    
 Sat 1st  Feb 1-2.30 stall in Headingly Arndale Centre

 Thursday 6th Feb at 7.30pm Leeds KONP meeting in The George, Great George St.  

 Sat 15th February stall 1pm- 2.30 pm outside Virgin on Commercial St. 
                             
Sat 1st March stall 1-2,30pm, probably outside Virgin again 

Cabaret night end Feb or early march – date to be confirmed  
                             
Sat 8th March Demonstration and Rally in York outside the Lib Dem Spring Conference.   

                          


